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SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS: 

VOTE "YES" IN THE REFERENDUM 

on the 

"DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES" 



THE Revolutionary Policy Committee wishes to inform the 
Socialist Party membership of its position on the Declaration 
of Principles. In determining our vote in the referendum on the 
Declaration, we recognize two separate issues. Because of the 
developing organizational struggle within the Party between the 
defenders of a sterile legalism on the one hand and the variegated 
activists who support the Declaration's militant pacifism on the 
other hand, we choose and urge all Party members to support the 
latter in the matter of organizational control. The issue of sterile 
legalism versus militant pacifism does not however pose for us a 
straight left-right; struggle within the Party. We recognize, in 
addition to the organizational question which has arisen in the Party, 
the necessity for clear principles of revolutionary socialism. The 
referendum affords an opportunity for the discussion of socialist 
fundamentals which all members of the Party should welcome 
eagerly. To this end we submit our criticism of the Declaration 
of Principles. 



ON DEMOCRACY AND THE STATE 

"The Socialist Party proclaims anew its faith in economic and 
political democracy'' says the Declaration of Principles, "but it 
unhesitatingly applies itself to the task of replacing the bogus 
democracy of capitalist parliamentarian-ism by a genuine workers' 
democracy." 

This part of the Declaration is not a correct formulation in a 
revolutionary appraisal of the capitalist and the working-class 
states. It is phrase-making to speak of bogus democracy and 
workers' democracy and then juxtapose the two. This interpreta- 
tion does not stress nor define the class content of the political 
states involved. It does not state that democracy under capitalism 
is determined, controlled and limited by the ruling class. Bourgeois 
democracy is not "bogus" to the capitalists and their henchmen. 
It is "bogus" to the exploited masses of the country in any crucial 
sense. Bourgeois democracy serves the interests of a small privi- 
leged class and will be used as a crushing vise upon a revolutionary 
attempt to change society. In short bourgeois democracy consti- 
tutes the political form through which the dictatorship of capital 
manifests itself in the United States. On the other hand, "workers' 
democracy" has no clear meaning unless it is definitely related to 
some form of working-class dictatorship. In the Declaration it 
hangs in the air assuming some abstract, nebulous form of some- 
thing vaguely to be desired. If such a concept is to have meaning, 
it must be related to a statement affirming the "Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat." At the same time that we emphasize the dictatorial 
nature of bourgeois democracy, we must go on to affirm the 
essentially democratic nature of the proletarian dictatorship. We 
must juxtapose the idea of the Dictatorship of the Working Class 
in opposition to the present Dictatorship of Capital. We must 
meet, if plainer words be desired, "Bosses' Rule" with "Workers' 
Rule." 

11 

THE ROAD TO POWER 

The closing paragraph of the Declaration contains three 
"ifs" which constitute a statement on the seizure of power 
indicating the possible roads by which "bogus democracy" 
may be replaced with Workers' Democracy. They state : 



"If it (capitalism) can be superseded by majority vole, the 
Socialist Party will rejoice." 

"If the crisis comes through the denial of majority rights after 
the electorate has given us a mandate we shall not hesitate to crush 
by our tabor solidarity the reckless forces of reaction and to con- 
solidate the Socialist slate," 

"If the capitalist system should collapse in a general chaos and 
confusion, which cannot permit of orderly procedure, the Socialist 
Parly, whether or not in such a case it is a majority, will not shrink 
from the responsibility of organising and maintaining a govern- 
ment under the workers' rule." 
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Nations are treated abstractly in this section. A collective 
and harmonious national will is implied. No intimation is 
given of the essentially capitalist nature and origin of modern 
nationalism. "The Socialist Part),', while standing for the in- 
terests of the American people," says the Declaration, "recog- 
nizes that the well-being of any one nation is inextricably 
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IV 
ECONOMIC ASSUMPTIONS 

Other parts of the Declaration, although not dealing' with 
questions of principle, offer analyses of capitalism, which aire 
so obviously absurd that attention must be directed toward 
them for a. moment. 

Concerning' profit-making, the Declaration speaks of 
"those who utilize the profit motive for arbitrary advantage 
. .. . " Unless this statement is the emptiest verbiage, it implies 
that Socialists are critical only oi the improper use of the profit 
motive, that is for '"arbitrary advantage," and not of the profit 
motive as such. The profit motive lies at the basis of "arbi- 
trary advantage" (whatever the phrase means) in the eco- 
nomic structure of capitalism. The statement suggests a basic 
action for those "purifiers" of capitalism who seek to make it 
respectable by more proper uses of its profit system. 

Again, the Declaration speaks of "the privileged minority 
who .. . . are not content with owning the mechanism of pro- 
duction and distribution" but who go to what is implied as the 
awful lengths of major crime in that they also "control the 
press, radio, and motion picture." If they were content (!) 
with owning and kept their hands off the press, radio, motion 
picture, schools and churches (the Declaration of course does 
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THE PROGRAI 



OF THE REVOLUTIONARY POLICY 
COMMITTEE 
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Ruth Shallcross. Secretary, 
554 West 114th Street, 
New York.,. N. Y. 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

The first number of "The Revolutionary Socialist Review" 
— the magazine of the Revolutionary Policy Committee — wilt 
be ready in August. Single copies will he twenty-five cents ; 
annual subscription price, $1.00. Advance orders will be ac- 
cepted by the Secretary of the RPC how. 



